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LESLIE AGER, B.E.M.   Inspiring a generation of musicians 

 
Leslie Ager was born on 28th July 1938, the only son and 
third child of Samuel John Ager and his wife Doris Mary nee 
Dockrill whose four daughters completed the family. 
Samuel, born in Castle Camps in 1908 and Doris born in 
Bartlow three years later were married in 1933. Samuel 
was employed as a gardener by the Gurteen family who 
lived in the Mount, not far from the Ager family home in 
Eden Road and later Mill Hill.  
 
Both Samuel and Doris were members of St Mary’s Church 
where Samuel was a warden and Doris the relief organist. 
It was here that Les sang in the choir. He obviously 
inherited his interest in music from his mother for he learnt 
to play the piano and the cornet at an early age. 
 
Living in Haverhill, he attended the local Cangle School but 
after passing his 11 plus Les made the daily trip to Sudbury 
Grammar School.  

 
In 1953, when he was just 15 years old, Les joined the Silver Band as a cornet player. Little did 
he know then that music would fill his leisure time for the rest of his life.  
 
In 1957, aged 19, Les had to 
complete his National Service. He 
served as a Bandsman with the 
Royal Norfolk regiment based in 
Britannia Barracks in Norwich and 
obviously enjoyed this experience 
as instead of the normal two 
years service he signed on for 
three. During this time he had the 
opportunity to spend some time 
in Germany and he also learnt to 
drive – not a car but a lorry!  
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On his return to Haverhill Les played again with the 
Silver Band. Among his fellow musicians were five 
members of the Page family – father and four sons.  
It so happened that there was a daughter, Jean who 
through the Band met Les. In 1961, Les Ager and 
Jean Page were married in the old Methodist Church 
where she sang in the choir. As they left the church 
they had to pass through an archway of musical 
instruments formed by uniformed fellow members of 
the Band. The couple recalled this on the occasion of 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
 

 
 
Les certainly needed to find a job that allowed him the time to pursue his musical interests. 
Mondays and Wednesdays were band rehearsal nights and Fridays were for the Operatic 
Society. He  worked for a while at the Vitovis Mill in the Pightle before moving to the clerical 
department of one of the largest local employers, Sainsbury/HMP, at Little Wratting. Finally 
working as an Agent for the Pearl Assurance Company gave him the flexibility he sought before 
taking early retirement aged 55.  
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In April 2013, Les was awarded the British Empire 
Medal for his services to music in Haverhill. This 
was certainly well deserved.  
 
In 1964, after playing with the Silver Band from 
the age of fifteen, Les became their Conductor 
and Musical Director, a position he held for thirty 
years. During this time he guided the Silver Band 
as it became one of the most prestigious in East 
Anglia, achieving competitive success at both 
regional and national levels. One of the highlights 
was surely the 1983 National Brass Band 
Championships when Les conducted the Band in 
the finals held in the Royal Albert Hall. 
 
Les was also responsible for a number of hugely successful local events that continued for 
many years, including an annual massed band concert, the ‘Last Night of the Proms’ and the 
ever popular ‘Carols for All’ – a concert he was personally involved in for more than 30 years. 
At Christmas in 2010, when Les conducted his final ‘Carols for All’ concert, he was presented 
with a silver baton in appreciation of his work. 
 
Les was involved in Town Twinning and instrumental in organising several trips that the Band 
made to both Germany and France resulting in many long term friendships with people from 
both Ehringhausen and Pont St Esprit. 
 
In addition to being the mainstay of the Silver Band Les was also involved with the Operatic 
Society/Centre Stage Company. Les started off playing the trumpet in the orchestra in their 
first show, The Mikado, in 1969. The following year he played Lord Tolloller in Iolanthe before 
taking over as musical director the following year. Les used to joke that they didn’t like his 
playing, they didn’t like his singing so they gave him a white stick. So in addition to his Silver 
Band commitments he also directed two musicals a year. At a committee level he took the role 
of Chairman at least three times. His wife Jean also got involved taking on the position of 
Secretary. 
 
It is fair to say that no-one has had a greater impact on the Silver Band over the past half a 
century than Les. Today his son, Mark, has stepped in his father’s footsteps as Conductor and 
Musical Director. Inspired at an early age by his father, Mark started to play the cornet almost 
before he could walk. The Operatic Society/Centre Stage Company did not have to look far for 
someone to take over the reins. Les’s daughter Karen, who was a member of the Silver Band 
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for twenty years from the age of 12 playing the cornet and tenor horn, has taken on the role of 
Musical Director for them.  Les’s aptitude and passion for music has been inherited by his 
grandchildren.  Karen’s children, Lauren  and Adam, are both pursuing professional careers in 
music & theatre. 
 
After his retirement Les decided to take a more active role in other affairs of the town. In 2006 
he was elected to the Haverhill Town Council. He represented the Conservative Party but his 
drive was not anything party political. Les just wanted to work on behalf of local people for 
their good and the benefit of the town. 2007 was a particularly busy year. Les was re-elected 
to the Town Council, was elected to represent the Haverhill East Ward on St Edmundsbury 
Borough Council and was elected Deputy Town Mayor. He became the Mayor the following 
year, a position he held until 2009. He 
attended over 200 Mayoral functions each 
year as well as presiding over Town Council 
meetings. While under his leadership the 
Town Council was awarded Quality Town 
Council Status and became one of the sixty 
largest town councils in England.    
 
During his mayoral term, Les reached 70 
years of age to celebrate he organised a free  
brass concert for the town in the Market 
Square.  
 
On 23rd October 2013, Les died in his sleep, aged 75. He had been suffering from leukaemia. 
A keen supporter of Haverhill Rovers FC, Les was remembered with a minutes silence before 
their next home match. Haverhill Town Councillors also paid tribute to their former member 
by standing in silence at the beginning of the council meeting held on 29th October. Town 
Mayor at the time, Roger Andre, said “Les’s contribution to the arts in Haverhill cannot be 

overstated.” 
 
As a permanent reminder of the high esteem in 
which Les was held, it was decided to name a 
road in the town after him.  
 
On the first anniversary of his death his wife Jean 
unveiled the sign ‘Les Ager Drive’ while the 
Haverhill Silver Band provided music for the 
event.  


